Preventative Maintenance of Your Home
1. Foundation and Masonry – basements, Exterior Walls

(To prevent seepage and condensation problems.)

Check basement for dampness & leakage after wet weather

Check chimneys, deteriorated chimney caps, loose and missing mortar

2. Roofs & Gutters

(To prevent roof leaks, condensation, seepage and decay problems)
Check for damaged, loose or missing shingles, blisters

Check gutters, leaders, window wells, drains. Be sure they are clear of debri and can drain. Be sure downspouts direct water away from foundation (away from the house); preferably 4 feet away. 

Cut tree limbs away for the roof and house. 
  3.     Exterior Walls (Outside)

(To prevent paint failure, decay and moisture penetration problems)

Check painted surface for paint flaking or paint failure. Cut back shrubs

Check exterior masonry wall for cracks, looseness, missing or broken mortar. Seal and fix as needed

4.  Door and Windows
(To prevent air and weather penetration problems.)

Check caulking for decay around doors, windows, corner borders, joints. Re-caulk and weather-strip as needed. Check around windows. 

 Under and around doors check weather stripping or sealers so that there is no draft and a good seal. 
5. Electrical 

(For safe electrical performance, mark & label each circuit.)

Trip circuit breakers every 6 months and ground fault circuit interrupters (GFI/ GFCI) monthly. (Typically GFI’s are in bathroom or kitchen)

Check condition of your lamp cords, extension cords, and plugs. Replace at the first sign of wear or any damage. 

Check exposed wiring and cable for wear or damage.

If you experience slight tingling shock for handling or touching any appliance, disconnect and the appliance and replace it or repair it.  

If lights flicker or dim, or if appliances go on and off unnecessarily, call a qualified professional to fix the problem. 

6. Plumbing

(For preventative Maintenance)

Drain the exterior (outside) water lines, hose bibs, sprinklers, hot tub equipment in the fall. 

Draw off sediment in water heaters monthly or per manufacturer’s instructions. 

7. Heating and Cooling

(For comfort, efficiency, energy conversation and safety)
Change of clean furnace filters, air condition filters, electronic filters, electronic filters as needed. 

Clean and service humidifier. Check periodically and annually. Typically found attached on the furnace. 

Have Furnace serviced annually by a licensed HVAC professional  (they often are cheaper in the summer as they are slower). 

8. Interior House

(General House Maintenance)

Check bathroom tile joints, tub grouting and caulking. Be sure that all tile joints in the bathrooms are kept well sealed with tile grout to prevent damage to walls, floors and ceilings.

Close crawl vents in the winter and open them in the summer. 

Check underside of roof for water stains, leaks, dampness and condensation, particularly in attics and around chimneys. 

Check in closets for any signs of water stains or evidence of leaking from the roof. 

Keep your home clean ,as this keep things in good condition and encourages you to look at your home on a regular basis to ensure it is safe and maintains its value. 

9. Know the location of :

Main water shut-off (typically where the hot water heater is and another outside, most often the front of the house)

Main electrical disconnect or breaker box (typically grey box found in garage, or kitchen, or basement.)

Main emergency shut-off switch for the heating system (typically where the furnace is located.)
